Education Abroad Reflection Paper Assignment as part of a Course Assessment Plan 
Rationale:  

Course Assessment plans include a variety of assessment tools, including direct measures of student learning outcomes (e.g., embedded testing) as well as indirect measures, such as asking for students’ perceptions of whether they have achieved stated learning outcomes.

To facilitate the use of course-level data for the overarching assessment of GE categories, one of those assessment tools should be common to all courses within the category, so that comparable data can be collected from different courses.
For Education Abroad, one way to establish a common assessment tool would be to require students to write a reflection paper. Below is an example of how a reflection paper assignment might be worded. However the assignment is worded, the point would be that all students would be asked to reflect upon and articulate whether and how they achieved the goals and learning outcomes of the Education Abroad Category. Thus, the reflection paper would serve a dual purpose. First, it would serve as a part of an instructor’s own course assessment plan (and could also function as a required assignment for the course). Second, reflection papers collected from all courses in the Education Abroad Category would provide a basis for university committees to evaluate the effectives of the Education Abroad Category as a whole.  
To score the reflection paper, scoring rubrics are currently being developed. Because those rubrics will be made available to all faculty teaching these courses at some future date, they will not be required as part of the course submission process for GE approval. 
Reflection Paper: Possible Wording of Assignment (based on the student learning outcomes that have been established for this category):
Using concrete examples, please write a thoughtful two-page (double spaced, typed) paper reflecting upon and articulating whether and how your Education Abroad experience:

a. Contributed to your ability to recognize similarities, differences, and 
interconnections between your host country/countries and the U.S.


b. Enhanced your ability to function effectively within your host 
country/countries. 

c. Enriched your academic experience. 
